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“Comparative study of the Japanese and European legal structures on the
nursing care for the elderly persons - Nursing care insurance in Japan
and activities of the nonprofit organizations in Europe”

Jean-Louis DAVET (Director of the Group MGEN) and others

An international symposium on the
nursing care for the elderly persons, jointly
organized by the GCOE and the Education &
Solidarity Network® was held at the Faculty of
Law of the University of Tokyo, on April 25,
2012.

This symposium aimed to discuss how
Japan and the European countries try to offer
the sufficient and high-quality nursing care for
the elderly persons. The question becomes one
of the most important questions of the welfare
states in almost all of the aging countries,

including Japan and the many European countries, like France and the Belgium, etc. The uniqueness of
this symposium lies in the European speakers -the symposium invited the leaders of the private and
nonprofit organizations, such as the mutual insurers (called ‘mutuelle’ in French vocabulary) and the
paritarian institutions. These organizations have a very long history in the (particularly western and
south) European countries and they compete with the insurance companies in some insurance market,
say, health, pension, and nursing care. The former (the mutual insurers) are the self-governing groups of
the citizens supporting the social and solidarity oriented values, particularly strong in France and
Belgium. The latter (the paritarian institutions) are the organizations founded and administrated by the
social partners (same number of the representatives of the employers and that of the employees), which
are very popular in a lot of European countries and which, sometimes, manage not only the private
insurance but also the social security system. For both types of organizations, the nursing care becomes
the very important field of theirs activities, for 2 reasons - In the first place, needless to say, the
importance of these services is steadily rising. Secondly, in the context of the today’s economic and
social situation, public sector (national or regional government) has not offered / cannot offer the
sufficient quantity or the quality of services without the collaboration of the private sector.

In the Session I of the symposium, titled “The mutual insurers and the paritarian institutions in
Europe’, three presentations illustrated, with some concrete numbers and the statistics, how the mutual
insurers and the paritarian institutions work in the field of the nursing care. The experience of one of
the most important mutual insurers in Belgium, <SOLIDARIS>, was presented by Mr. Alain COHEUR,
International Dept. Director of this organization. The activities of the European associations of these

types of organizations were presented by Mr. Philippe SWENNEN, project manager of AIM, Association
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of Health and Social Protection Mutuals and Mr. Francesco BRIGANTI, Director of EAIP, European
Association of Paritarian Institutions.

In the Session II, titled ‘Coverage of the nursing care for the elderly persons in France and the
role of the mutual was offerd by Mr. Jean-Louis DAVET, Director of the Group MGEN, the largest
mutual insurer in France. The MGEN (Mutuelle Générale de I Education Nationale) offers the nursing
care insurance in their insurance contracts which covers, in one very comprehensive contract, the
health insurance and nursing care insurance for all the generations (also for the young disabled people
and those who are care takers). In his presentation, Mr DAVET offered the concrete information about
their experiences and strategies concerning this contract. At the same time, as a leader of the largest
and the most influential mutual in France, M. DAVET has participated in the governmental committee
about the future legislation on the nursing care in France, about which the discussions continue from
more than 5 years without the realization of the law. The actual situation of this discussion, with some
options for the future Bill was presented in detail.

In the Session I and the Session IV, the japanese speakers presented the Japanese public
nursing care insurance for the elderly persons (Kaigo-Hoken) which was introduced in the year 2000 and
in which many European specialists are interested. In the Session I, Prof. Masahiko IWAMURA of the
University of Tokyo, leader of this GCOE program, presented the general aspect of the public nursing
care insurance, a short history of its creation and its relations with the health care policy and the health
insurance system. In the Session IV, Mr. Hidekazu INAGAWA, Director General for the General
Promotion of Policy on Youth Affairs and Childrearing, Cabinet Office, presented more concrete aspects
of the public nursing care insurance. The institutional, regional and local organizations of different
services of different actors were presented with the statistics, comparable with those which had been
presented in the European presentations.

The discussions between the speakers and with the audience followed these very interesting
and stimulating presentations. The discussions covered from the very concrete comparison between
some figures or statistics in different countries, to the large-scale ideas about the actual and the future
role of the private actors in this field.

About 20 people, mainly researchers and specialists of the French and European Social security
law, participated in this symposium. Among the japanese researches, it had been rather well known that
the non-profit organizations are very active in this field in Europe, but their real activities had rarely
been presented and discussed in the concrete way. We can expect that this symposium serves as the
starting point of the more deep understanding of this issue by the legal researchers of this field.

Eri KASAGI (Associate professor, Kyushu University)

*Education & Solidarity Network: an international network mobilizing the education community to
promote solidarity based social protection in the world. Founders are MGEN, AIM and EI (Education
International, the body representing education professionals Professional organizations and unions in the

world)
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